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A message from the Executive 
Head 

Dear parents and carers, 

This is the last newsletter of the academic 
year and the final one I will write to you as 
Executive Headteacher. 

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your 
good wishes, prayers and gifts as I come to 
the end of many busy years in education 
and move into a quieter phase of life, in 
retirement. 

I have always considered teaching to be a 
vocation, a calling to make a difference to 
the lives of children and their families. Over 
the years, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working with many wonderful children, 
nurturing their growth and supporting their 
development, be that academic, social, 
physical or spiritual. 

Each leader of a Catholic school acts as a 
custodian, a guardian who not only moves 
the school forward at the present time but 
preserves the ethos and traditions of the 
school for future generations. I hope that in 
some small way I have managed to 
achieve this aim. 

Finally, I know that the future of St Patrick’s 
is in safe hands with Mrs Tong and I will be 
thinking of you all when you return to 
school on 3rd September. 

With thanks for your constant support and 
every blessing for the future. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Dix 

 

A message from the Acting Head 

Dear parents and carers,  

 

I cannot believe we have come to the end 

of another school year! Time has flown by! 

 

Last week we celebrated Mrs Dix with a 

wonderful Mass at Farnborough Hill. The 

children were a real credit to the school and 

it felt so special to come together to thank 

Mrs Dix for her dedication to the children 

and staff of St. Patrick’s.  

Sadly we also say farewell to Mrs Merry, Mrs 

Marais, Mrs Carter and Mrs Stockford. We 

thank them for all they have done for our 

school and wish them the very best for their 

next adventures. I am so grateful to all our 

staff who are committed to doing the best 

for the children in their care.  

 

Our Y6 children are moving on to secondary 

school, we have watched them grow and 

flourish and wish them lots of happiness for 

the future.  

 

Last, but certainly not least, we thank you 

for your unwavering support for our school. 

Have a great summer and we look forward 

to seeing you all in September.  

 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Cole  

 



What’s coming up?  

 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS!!! 

 

Tuesday 3rd September 

Children back to school 

Tuesday 10th September 

Start of term Mass 

Tuesday 1st October 

Year 1 at Milestones 

Tuesday 8th October 

Parents Evening Online 

Thursday 10th October  

Parents Evening Online 

Friday 11th October 

Inset Day 

Tuesday 15th October 

Year 6 to visit Knellwood 

Wednesday 23rd October 

Open morning  

 

  

Safeguarding Corner 

Summertime Screen Time 

The Ineqe Safeguarding Group 

have published information on 

their website to help manage 

your child’s screen time during 

the summer break. 

 

Their website includes top tips for 

managing screen time, activities 

and guides to popular apps: 

 

https://ineqe.com/2024/06/20/su

mmertime-screen-time-2024/ 

Helping your child transition 

to secondary school 

Is your child moving to secondary 
school in September? Internet 
Matters have published lots of 
useful advice and resources to 
help you during this transition, 
including discussing if your child is 
ready for a smartphone and 
explaining the challenges they 
may face in secondary school: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/res
ources/moving-to-secondary-
school-online-safety-guide/ 

 

https://ineqe.com/2024/06/20/summertime-screen-time-2024/
https://ineqe.com/2024/06/20/summertime-screen-time-2024/


 

 

  
 

What’s been going on? 

Earlier this year we were 

fortunate enough to be 

successful securing a grant from 

Universal Music UK Sound 

Foundation. 

Year 4 and 5 at St Patrick's have 

really enjoyed learning how to 

play the keyboards which were 

recently purchased. They have 

been learning and composing 

melodies to a Salsa song called 

'Vamos, Let's Go!' Once they 

were confidently able to play 

their melodies on glockenspiels, 

they were then taught how to 

transfer this onto the keyboard. 

 They were so excited to learn 

new skills, test out the different 

sounds that could be made and 

try to focus on a 5 finger 

position. Mrs Day can't wait to 

start using these across the 

music curriculum! 

Our thanks go to the Foundation 

for their generous donation. 



 

  

Year 2 have been learning all 

about England’s history and in 

particular, the Great Fire of 

London!  

As shown in the pictures, they had 

a go at making their own versions 

of the sort of houses that you 

would’ve seen in London back 

then and they done an absolutely 

incredible job of it. 

Well done, Year 2! 

The children in year 4 championed 

starting a basketball team and on the 

13th of June, a friendly match was 

organised with St Bernadette’s. An 

exciting game ended in a close 4-3 

loss for St Patrick's. All the players 

showed courage and perseverance 

during the match and sportsmanship 

after the match was decided. We look 

forward to organising more games and 

are proud of the great example set by 

our players. 



  The children in year 3 and older 

members of the school took their 

first holy communion in June. 

This came after months of work in 

their respective parishes on their 

communion promises.  

The children came together for a 

mass at school to celebrate the 

milestone together. We at St. 

Patrick's are very proud of the 

children and hope they will be a 

shining example in their 

churches. 



 

  

On 13th June, six children from St 

Patrick's joined six children from St 

Bernadette's to travel to St John's 

Cathedral in Portsmouth for the 

annual Diocesan Schools Mass. 

The cathedral was packed with 

children from all the Catholic schools 

in the Diocese of Portsmouth as 

Bishop Philip celebrated Mass amid a 

sea of school banners and different 

coloured uniforms. 

After Mass, we enjoyed a picnic in the 

park where the children were 

delighted to meet the Bishop in 

person as he chatted to everyone and 

oversaw the distribution of lollipops! 

We also bumped into Mrs Mulholland 

who sends her best wishes to 

everyone at St Patrick's. 

The children were fantastic 

ambassadors for their schools with 

their impeccable behaviour, mature 

approach and good spirits; it was a 

pleasure to spend the day together in 

Portsmouth. 

Last week, Year 6 walked to Knellwood care 

home to visit the residents. We had a really 

good afternoon and the staff had set up 

interactive games, cake decorating and plant 

pot decorating. It was so lovely to watch the 

children interact with the people who live at 

Knellwood; they shared stories, sang some 

songs and found out about their interests. 



 

  

As part of their Design and Technology 

curriculum, children in Year 6 Sycamore 

class designed and created impressive 

playground equipment. Their well-

thought-out 3D models showcased not 

only creativity but also excellent 

engineering skills. The materials they 

chose ensured the stability and durability 

of the structures.  

Professional builders who visited our 

exhibition last week in the prayer garden, 

were amazed by the complexity and 

quality of work produced by these 11-

year-olds. Well done, Year 6! 

On the 18th of June, Year 

5 and 6 got to go to 

Wintershall which 

focuses on the birth, life, 

death and resurrection 

of Jesus. They had a 

lovely time and luckily, it 

was nice and warm for 

them, too! 



 

  



 

 

  



 


